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Figure 1. Incidence of New
HIV Infections. The number of
new HIV infections that will arise
each year in South Africa under
the current strategy and with
the implementation of the
test-and-treat strategy over the
next five years. The number of
new HIV infections will fall from
about 400,000 a year to about
20,000 a year in 2015 and to
almost zero in 2050.
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Source: South African Centre for
Epidemiological Modelling and Analysis
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COST BILLIONS US$ PER YEAR

WE CAN STOP HIV/AIDS
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Figure 2. Estimated Direct Cost
Per Year of the Current Strategy
and the Test-and-Treat Strategy.
These estimates do not take into
account the considerable
savings that will be made as a
result of greatly reduced medical
care costs and mortality under
test-and-treat. We are currently
working with colleagues from
WHO to fully evaluate the direct
savings as well as the direct costs
for South Africa.
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In South Africa alone, a policy of providing ART irrespective of CD4 levels – test-and-treat – could result in:
• 3.8 million fewer infections
• 3.9 million fewer deaths
• $11 billion saved
These are rough estimates over a 40-year period. We are working with colleagues at WHO to estimate all of the costs
and benefits in detail for a range of different scenarios. A draft of the WHO study of various scenarios concludes that
immediate treatment for everyone who tests positive for HIV, regardless of their CD4 levels, is an “unprecedented” and
“daunting” undertaking, but that in South Africa the intervention will “pay for itself quickly” through lives saved and
treatment costs averted. The findings suggest that implementing the test-and-treat strategy could bring the total costs
saved to $17.4 billion during the next 40 years in South Africa alone.
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